[ 35«3 

The third Remark is, the Reafon that invites 
Thrufhes or Starlings under the Legs of black Cattle 
grazing in a Pafture. Not being able to get near 
them, I obferved them at a Diftance with a good 
Glaft. I faw all thefe Birds thruft their Head and half 
their Body down into the Grafs^ in fuch manner 
that their Tails remained ereft in the Air, as that of 
a *Duck upon diving 5 which makes me think, that 
thofe Birds feck after Worms in the Earth $ and that 
they gather about the Cattle, becaufe as they are large 
Animals, upon trampling on the Ground, they oblige 
fuch Worms to come forth, as happen to be prefs'd 
under the Weight of their Hoofs.- — I (hall be glad of 
every Opportunity of convincing you how much I 
refpeft you, and am, 

Tour mofl humble, 
and rnoft obedient Servant \ 

Pluche. 



XIX. A Letter from John Bartram, M. 2X to 
Peter Collinfon, R R. S. concerning a Clufier 
of fmall Teeth obferved by him at the Root 
of each Fang or great Tooth in the Head of 
a Rattle-Snake 5 upon differing it* 

Mr. Collinfon, Thiladelphia, July 17. 1734. 

NEAR German-town* about fix Miles from this 
City, we found a Rattle-fnake> which is now 
become a Rarity fo near our Settlements. 1 took it 

home, 
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home, and differed it : In the Head I met with what 
has not been obferved before by any, that I can 

remember that is, a Clufter of Teeth on each 

Side the upper Jaw, at the Root of the great Fangs, 
through which the Poifon is eje&ed. — Iobferved, in 
the fame Cafe, that the two main Teeth were fheathed 
in, lay four others at the Root of each Tooth, in a 
Clufter together, of the fame Shape and Figure with 

the great ones « and I am apt to think for the fame 

Ufe and Purpofes, if by Accident the main Teeth 
happen to be broken — -as was the Fellow to this 

that I fend you. May not thefe Clufter of Teeth 

be placed to fuppiy fuch a Defeft fucceffively — for 
the Support and Defence of this Creature > 

I am not certain whether this is an uncommon 
Cafe 5 perhaps others have not difTe&ed the Head of 
this Animal with the Care that I have done. 

I am yours > 

John Bartramu 
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XX. Notices of feme Metebrs obferved at Phi- 
ladelphia in North-America by Jofeph 
Breintnall, extracted out of a Letter from, 
him to Peter Collinfon, R R. S. 

Philadelphia May 9. 1738- 

TH E remarkable Aurora Borealis, that war 
feen in Europe the Beginning of laft' De% 
cemkr, was not feen here. 

But 



